Dillon Yacht Club

Junior Sailing Program

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. What are the times for the DYC Junior Sailing Program?

A. Classes are Monday through Friday 10am-4pm except for Friday when the classes run from 10am-1pm (lunch is included) Top Of the Rocks Camps runs Wednesday through Sunday. Please visit our webs site for complete details.

Q. How old does my son or daughter have to be to participate in the DYC Junior Sailing Program?

A. The youngest students must be at least 10 years old by the program start date.

Q. Will beginners be doing any actual sailing?

A. Yes. The Beginning Sailing class is sailed primarily in Picos or Hunter 140’s. All will also spend time simply around the water to make them more comfortable.

Q. We will be taking a family vacation during the summer. Can my child still participate in the summer sailing program?

A. Yes. We realize summer is traditionally the time that many families make vacation plans. We offer all our sailing programs for just one week so we hope to fit into your busy summer schedule.

Q. Do we need to have our own boat for this program?

A. No. The DYC Jr. Program has boats for kids to learn with. However, if your child has their own boat and would like to use it, that just fine. We have Picos, Lasers, Hunter 140 and Club 420’s available.

Q. What is the difference between a “Pico”, “Laser”, a “420” and a “Hunter 140” and how do I know which one my child should sail?

A. The Pico is a small boat with small sails. These boats are phenomenal learning boats for kids that are 10-13 years old and usually are good for students weighing 50 -130 lbs. 

The Hunter 140 has just a bit more sail area but require more body weight. These are perfect for our students that are 14 years old and above. 

Lasers are about 14 feet long and are a more high performance boat. Optimal sailing weight is 135 lbs and up for these boats. The Laser takes considerably more physical strength and size and is recommended only for sailors who have outgrown the Pico and the Hunter.

Club 420’s are a two-person boat with one skippering and one crewing position. They are high performance boats requiring fairly advanced racing and boat handling skills. Parents should inquire with the Head Instructor as to whether their sailor is ready to be a part of the 420 program.

Q. Where can I find a Pico, Laser, or 420 for sale?

A. There are bulletin boards in most yacht clubs with boats for sale or you can go to the internet and check the listings there. If you have a boat you are selling or are looking for one, you may email the description to fmkeesling@aol.com and we can post it to the junior website.

Q. I have a Pico / Club 420 / Laser/ Hunter 140! Where do I store it for the summer?

A. We are not in a position to store boats for the summer. However, we can leave your boat in the water during the time of your camp. This should only be for a one-week camp. To apply for summer storage of your privately owned boat, please contact the Dillon Marina. 

Q. What is the focus of the DYC Junior Sailing Program?

A. We focus on three things in this order: Safety, Fun, & Skills. This is the summer time and the chance for these children to build lifelong friendships and memories. We try to do that by instilling and teaching the love of sailing in a safe and fun environment with the knowledge that if a student loves sailing and makes friends, they will continue on with this wonderful sport for a long time to come. We constantly try to teach them new skills in a fun and exciting way so that it doesn’t become routine or boring and makes the experience for these young sailors one of the best they will ever have!

Q. Can I sign up my child for more than one class at a time?

A. Yes, we have designed special discounted programs for you to choose from. They start from the basics and then will graduate your child to the next class level. These class packages can start and any sailing level.  
Q. How do I get my child signed up?

A. There are a few ways to register. 

1. Please visit us online for complete details. 

2. For credit card processing, please log into the web site and click on the Register Online button which will take you to our registration processing center.

3. You may download all the registration forms from the web site and mail in your check to PO Box 4049 Frisco, CO 80443. 
4. Fill out your registration form and along with your check, please bring to the junior sailing building and leave with the Head Coach. 
